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General of India, but he would probably not have
ignored the solemn promises of the Admiral if Paradis
had not previously dispersed the army of the Nawab.
The disputes and animosities of the two great French-
men saved the English in India from complete de-
struction.
During the winter of 1746-47 the French attempted,
in a half-hearted manner, to capture Cuddalore and Fort
St, David, which had now become the seat of govern-
ment; and in June 1748 they made a more determined
attack on the former place, which was sharply repulsed
by Major Stringer Lawrence.    Throughout this period
Dupleix was all-powerful.     He had  a large   force   of
Europeans, and had succeeded in signing a treaty of amity
with the ISTawabj yet he never made the one vigorous
eSbrt that was necessary to dislodge the two hundred
Englishmen who guarded the ramparts of Fort St. David.
The golden opportunity was lost, for on August llth,
1748, English preponderance was restored by the arrival
of  Admiral   Boscawen  with  an   overwhelming   force.
On September 6th Boscawen moved  on Pondicherry.
He held a commission as Admiral and Commander-in-
Chief of the land and sea forces; but he was without
experience of  military operations,   and Lawrence,  the
only man who could have helped him in his difficulties,
had "been taken prisoner at Ariankupam.    The siege was
pushed forward with little energy and less skill; tho
defence was conducted with the greatest determination
and gallantry*     There could be but one result*     The
English,  after the   loss  of  more  than   one thousand
Europeans, were obliged to raise the siege, and on October
17th they retired thoroughly disheartened to Fort St.